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IN TURKIYE

1 220 MILLION EURO AID FROM
I EUEXTERNAL BORDERS IN 2022 | MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE I

In 2022, the number of irregular border crossings at
EU's external borders increased to 330,000, which
signifies a 64% increase in comparison to the
previous year. This is the highest number recorded
since 2016.

e The Western Balkan route accounted for 45% of
the total irregular crossings in 2022.

e The highest increase was noted in the Western
Balkans and Eastern Mediterranean.

e Nationals of Syria, Afghanistan and Tunisia were
among the most frequently reported irregular
migrants.

e 9% of all detected irreqular migrants were minors.

| THEIMPACT OF WAR IN UKRAINE ON EU BORDER

Almost 13 million Ukrainian nationals were counted on
entry at the EU's land borders from Ukraine and
Moldova in 2022. In the same period, 10 million
Ukrainian nationals were reported on exit at the same
border sections’ At EU level, one of the FRONTEX crisis
response mechanisms was mobilised, and a special
crisis response team providing reqular updates for the
situation of the border crossings to the Member States
and EU institutions was established.

| FRONTEX PUBLICATIONS

In February 2023, FRONTEX published a report called
"In brief 2022", which summarizes the organisation’s
activities and achievements in 2022. This report
includes the rapid response of FRONTEX to support
Member States after Russia's invasion of Ukraine,
FRONTEX's work with non-EU countries, its response
to crises in 2022, and the results of the other works of
FRONTEX.

The report also touches upon the return operations
and the development of the Fundamental Rights Office
(FRO) as well as measures taken to improve the
functioning of the institution and its sense of
responsibility.

[1&2] https://frontex.europa.eu/media-centre/news/news-release/eu-s-external-
borders-in-2022-number-of-irregular-border-crossings-highest-since-2016-YsAZ29

[3] https://prd.frontex.europa.eu/document/in-brief-2022

9 Bulgaria held a Ministerial Conference on February 1-2,

2023 in Sofia about "Effective Management of EU's
External Borders". The meeting was attended by the
representatives of FRONTEX and EUROPOL in addition
to the Ministers of Interior of EU Member States and
Schengen countries. The Conference created a
platform enabling the discussions and exchange of
opinions on tools and measures that can effectively
respond to the challenges faced on the external
borders of EU.

SECOND EUROPEAN CONFERENCE
ON BORDER MANAGEMENT

é Second European Conference on Border Management

was organised in Athens on February 23-24, 2023. The
Conference was organised by the Ministry of Interior of
Greece in cooperation with Austria, Lithuania and
Poland. EU Member States participated at the level of
Ministers, State Secretaries and Ambassadors, while
Vice-President Margaritis Schinas and Commissioner
Ylva Johansson represented the EU. The Conference
addressed the issue of migration through the Balkans
and how efforts in this area can be better coordinated.
At the end of the Conference, a Ministerial statement
was signed by the representatives of the EU Member
States.

Photograph 1:Participants of the Second European
=~ Border Management Conference. 23-24 February
2023, Athens.

9 The European Commission stated that the decision

to provide 220 million Euros of support to Tirkiye,
which is one of the countries exposed to the most
irregular migrant mobility in the world, is for use in
the field of border security. Giving information on the
issue, Oliver Varhelyi, EU Commissioner for
Neighbourhood and Enlargement stated that the aid
package is an important indicator of the EU's
cooperation with Tlrkiye in the fight against illegal
migration flows.

DIRECTOR GENERAL PROVINCIAL
ADMINISTRATION WORKSHOP

9 Director General Provincial Administration -

Department of Border Management, Foreign Affairs
and Projects held the “Workshop on Chiefs of Land
Border Civil Administrations and Chiefs of Other
Relevant Civil Administrations” in Adana on December
12-15. In the workshop, experts who are specialised in
their respective fields informed the participants
about the effective management of land borders.

0l EARTHQUAKES IN BORDER PROVINCES

9 The earthquakes that hit on February 6, 2023 and

seriously affected 11 provinces, notably Hatay and
Kahramanmaras, also caused serious loss of life and
property in North-West Syria. In the aftermath of the
quake, Tlrkiye continues to maintain its role as a
facilitator and accelerator in the aid to Syria from
various countries. Also, at the end of the international
donors' conference held in Brussels by the European
Commission and the Swedish Presidency on March 20,
2023, it was announced that 6.05 billion Euros were
committed to Turkiye and 950 million Euros to Syria
to be used in earthquake-stricken areas.

In  December, the Gendarmerie General
Command and the Land Forces Command were
visited by the project team in order to have an in
depth discussions regarding the needs,
expectations and opinions of the stakeholders
for the alternative IBM models that may be
suitable for Turkiye.

Drafting of a National Integrated Border
Management (IBM) Strategy and Updating of the
"National Action Plan to Implement Turkey's IBM
Strategy” Project has completed its first year,
finishing all the activities planned for the first
four quarters of the Project. The Project is
financed by the European Union.
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DG Provincial Administration, Department of
Border Management, Foreign Affairs and
Projects organised an Annual Planning and
Coordination Meeting on January 5, 2023 to plan
the activities for 2023 and define strategic
priorities.

As regards the models studied within the scope
of the Report on Three Alternative IBM Models,
the opinions of national institutions' experts
were sought on border security, border
surveillance and customs.

‘9 ILLER iDARESI IcMPD.



e A meeting was held with the Project stakeholders on March 14, 2023 to get the opinions of the
representatives of relevant institutions within the scope of the development of Three Alternative IBM

Models. 44 representatives attended the meeting from 21 different institutions including the ICMPD Project
team.

Photograph 2: EU4IBMTR Project Stakeholders Meeting, 14 March 2023, Ankara.

ACTIVITIES PLANNED FOR THE NEXT PERIOD:

® To ensure active communication with stakeholder institutions and organisations within the scope of
the Project, a website will be established where information about the Project, activities, documents
and newsletters will be posted.

@ A Project video will be produced to increase the visibility of the project activities and outputs.

This publication was produced with the financial support of the European Union.

The contents of this publication are the sole responsibility of Drafting of a National Integrated Border Management Strategy and Updating of
the “National Action Plan to Implement Tiirkiye's IBM Strategy” Project and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the European Union.
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